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House of Burgess: The State v. John Dennis 
Hastert 


Former House speaker to be arraigned in Chicago Thursday 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


The political world was shocked Thursday as federal charges were filed 
against the longest-serving GOP speaker of the U.S. House of 


Representatives, former Illinois Rep. John Dennis Hastert, 73. 


According to the unsealed indictment, a grand jury convened in February 
2014 found a story that started long before Hastert’s political career began. 
“From approximately 1965 to 1981, Hastert was a high school teacher and 


[wrestling] coach in Yorkville, Illinois,” it read. “Individual A has been a 


resident of Yorkville, and has known Hastert most of [Individual A’s] life. In 
or about 2010, [they met] multiple times. ... [They] discussed past 


misconduct ... that had occurred years earlier.” 


They supposedly agreed upon payment of $3.5 million in hush money. Two 
unnamed federal officials have since said it regarded molestation of at least 


two children. 


“Investigators also spoke with a second man [not being paid] who raised 
similar allegations that corroborated what the former student said,” 
reported Richard A. Serrano and Katherine Skiba of the Los Angeles Times 
on Friday. C-SPAN has again uploaded a November 2014 clip that features 
Hastert fielding a call from a man named “Bruce” who asks, “Remember me 


from Yorkville?” before cackling and hanging up. 


Hastert immediately resigned his position as a lobbyist with Public Policy & 
Political Law Practice on Thursday. Sunday, Wheaton College’s J. Dennis 
Hastert Center for Economics, Government, and Public Policy was renamed 
at Hastert’s request. Earlier last month, Hastert asked to have a planned 


$500,000 statue of him at the state capital nixed. 


Hastert stands accused of withdrawing approximately $1.7 million in cash. 
He allegedly made 15 withdrawals of $50,000 every six weeks from June 
2010 to April 2012. After this activity was questioned, he is said to have 


dropped withdrawals to less than $10,000 to skirt reporting laws. When 


pressed by the FBI, Hastert purportedly lied, telling agents “the purpose of 
the withdrawals was to store cash because he did not feel safe with the 


banking system.” 


Hastert is set to be arraigned at 10 a.m. Thursday at the Everett McKinley 
Dirksen United States Courthouse in Chicago, in front of a judge with 
questionable ties to the defendant. “Federal records show [U.S. District 
Judge Thomas M. Durkin] made two donations totaling $1,500 to Hastert’s 
re-election campaigns in 2002 and 2004,” reported Jason Meisner of the 
Chicago Tribune on Monday. “Before joining the federal bench in December 
2012, Durkin was a partner at the Chicago law firm of Mayer Brown, where 
Hastert’s son, Ethan, is an attorney. ... [Durkin] is the brother of Jim Durkin, 


the current Republican leader of the Illinois House.” 


The incidents in question occurred long before Hastert’s rise to power. But 
what did he do with his long reign? For one thing, he helped lead the 
charge for impeachment against President Bill Clinton. Later, Hastert failed 


to act quickly to help young people being harassed near him. 


“Hastert was dogged by scandal ... over the response of Republican 
leadership to improper advances toward underage male pages by then-Rep. 
Mark Foley (R-Florida),” reported the Chicago Tribune’s Meisner on Friday. 
“In 2006, the House Ethics Committee found that Hastert and other leaders 
were ‘willfully ignorant’ in responding to early warnings ... but did not 


violate any House rules.” 


Simultaneously, Hastert claimed to be protecting the youth. “Protecting our 
children from Internet predators and child exploitation enterprises are just 
as high a priority as securing our border from terrorists,” read Hastert’s 
statement July 25, 2006, on the passing of House Resolution 4472, the 


Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act. 


As I wrote in last week’s column, “Duggar’s duplicity on display,” a common 
response to sexual shame seems to be over-the-top moralizing when it 
comes to other people’s personal lives. At this point, if you’re loudly 
wagging your finger at others in public, I almost have to wonder for what 


clandestine misdeeds you’re overcompensating. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


